Steph O’May 

Tonight it is my privilege to speak about Steph O’May and welcome her to a very exclusive club, one many of us would love to be a member of. The members of this club all have one thing in common a deep commitment to OHA and Steph has commitment to this club in shiploads.  

Steph joined OHA in the 80’s as a young junior, following in the sporting footsteps of her mother, who played hockey in her school days.  Steph had been playing school hockey and was ready to begin playing for a club, but which club would she choose? It really wasn’t much of a choice.  Her brother was already playing for OHA and young Steph’s parents were good friends with John and Sue Sargent. Steph was friends with the Sargent boys, plus she lived on the Eastern shore.  And so began Steph’s connection to the OHA hockey club.

Steph has been a part of many successful premiership teams.  Her first premiership in 1986 as part of the Under 16 team.  She began her senior career playing with A-pool before joining second grade where she became part of a team that went on to win back to back to back (pause) premiership.

Over the years she has won best and fairest awards and most consistent players, she has captained, coached and managed teams.  Played in many different positions and been awarded a card or two for that allusive but usually affective swinging tackle, but these are not things that Steph is best known for. 

So what is Steph best known for…..in our team it’s delicious cheesecakes, running bootcamp sessions, creating our greenlow medal, organisation and commitment.

I think for most of us Steph and the words organisation and commitment go hand in hand.

14 years ago, Steph decided to join the OHA committee, in 2010 she agreed to take on the role of secretary of the OHA hockey club.  Following in her parents footsteps who both held secretary positions in a voluntary capacity.  After 11 years as secretary, Steph has decided to step down from the committee, making way for another enthusiastic, organised soul to follow in her footsteps.

I know that we all can agree that Steph has done an incredible job as our club secretary, taking committee meeting minutes, receiving and replying to correspondence.

But over the years Steph’s role as the secretary began to evolve….

· For many years Steph has written the club newsletter, which took many hours to write and has been a constant source of information for club members.  Patient Steph was always happy to explain what was in it to those who had forgotten to carefully read the newsletter.  I know that many a time Steph has said to me “Em It was in the newsletter, didn’t you read it and then with the slightest of eye roll, a frustrated Steph explained to me what was in it.  

·  Steph became the unofficial Women’s B Pool go to person, organising the preseason training sessions and helping new players settle into their teams 

· She supported all members of the committee, always happy to give a hand, I can testify to her amazing support.  

When I was a junior coordinator – Steph was always there helping however she could.  She could find old letters and forms, supplying and helping to organise registrations…If I needed an extra set of hands for a clinic or some U8 and U10 coaching I could always rely on Steph’s support.
  
I never needed to ask she just offered, never expecting anything in return.  I will always be eternally grateful for all of the extra help that you gave me whilst I was on the committee.

Including tonight, stepping up for our club and presenting the presidents report in what has been a difficult year for our club, without a president

· Over the years Steph has helped with both junior and senior presentation nights, setting up, presenting awards, organising slideshows



· As a committee member, she supported all of the social events both behind the scenes and in her attendance.  Her look of horror if you told her you weren’t coming to a pub night or even better not wanting to eat at the club pub, it was and still is priceless.  For her there was no option, she was and is all about the club. Steph rarely misses a club event and has a reputation of organising special family events around hockey. 

· For those of who have had the privilege of being on the committee with Steph, will remember with fondness her joy in creating table centrepieces and seating plans for the presentation dinner.  She would carefully consider where each team should be, closest to the front or nearest to the bar.  

· Over the year’s Steph has helped out with so many of our social invents, both in visible ways and behind the scenes checking that people had everything that was needed. 

· Sometimes Steph might have appeared so organised and on top of things that it was hard to keep up, many times I’ve said to her, let it go, don’t worry…..but she wasn’t ever thinking do I have time to do that thing, or make that item? or help out? It was always about what was in the best interest of the club.

· Her love of design saw her volunteering to design invitations, multiple flyers and posters for junior events, for club nights, quiz nights, & Grand Final Day – wherever there was a notice needed Steph was there.  She even made a trophy or two.  I think a few of us can remember the Seagull Trophy she made for Damian Smith when he won the highest goal scorer in the club.


For many of us Steph is our go to person about all things hockey, from what time is our game, when are the rosters coming out or even which socks should we be wearing.  Mmm perhaps she is just my personal oracle of knowledge. 
She always tries to answer peoples queries and if she can’t she will find out the answer for you.



Steph has been awarded a Southern Hockey League Certificate of appreciation in 2016 and 2017, this was in recognition for taking on the role of acting SCC Secretary when needed, which she did just to help out.  She has been awarded clubwoman of the Year twice and has been nominated numerous times over the past 10 years.  

But Steph isn’t driven by awards or recognition, if anything Steph isn’t a big fan of the spotlight.

Steph is driven by her love of the club, helping others and being part of a team.  Steph is proud of the history of OHA and the strong family values of our club.

Her husband has often commented that he thinks she loves OHA more than him, which of course isn’t true, but OHA is a huge part of who she is – it’s family. 

OHA has been a big part of her life since she joined the club as a junior in the 80’s, playing pretty much non-stop since, and I don’t think she’s likely to give it up anytime soon...    

Her love of, & commitment to this club is ongoing. Your parents would be so proud of you Stephanie. Congratulations 














